AGENDA ITEM 13

MEMO
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Paul Selsky, Representative to Sacramento Groundwater Authority
Jeff Nelson, Alternate to Sacramento Groundwater Authority

DATE:

August 13, 2021

RE:

Comments to Sacramento Groundwater Authority related to Sacramento Central
Groundwater Authority Integration

Summary:
The District is on the Board for the Sacramento Groundwater Authority (SGA) who manages
activities in the basin and implements the new Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA) and its components. SGA is the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) under the
powers delegated by the SGMA.
Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) is the agency managing groundwater
activities in the South American groundwater basin. SCGA has requested a merger with SGA.
Staff recommends that the Board discuss the issue and consider sending the attached letter.
Fiscal Impact:
None.
Recommendation:
The Directors recommend that the Board discuss the SGA and SCGA merger and consider sending
the attached letter.
Attachment:
1)
Letter to Sacramento Groundwater Authority
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VIA EMAIL DELIVERY

August XX, 2021

Mr. Jim Peifer
Executive Director
Sacramento Groundwater Authority
5620 Birdcage Street, #180
Citrus Heights, CA 95610

Subject: Sacramento Central Groundwater Authority (SCGA) integration

Dear Mr. Peifer,
Carmichael Water District (District) has been a member of the Sacramento Groundwater
Authority (SGA) since 1998 and has supported many SGA efforts. On behalf of the District’s
Board of Directors, the following comments are provided with regard to the consideration and
investigation of SCGA’s request to consolidate with SGA.
1. The District is not convinced at this time that the proposed undertaking is beneficial to the
SGA and all of its members. The “Frequently Asked Questions” listed the potential benefits
such as reduced costs, increased organizational efficiencies, and providing more services to
the SGA, SCGA, and Regional Water Authority (RWA). The statements are general without
specifics. The District, as a Board member of the SGA, requests a detailed “pros and cons”
comparison to be included as part of background information provided to the SGA Board for
a workshop prior to September 8, or at least be included in the September 8, 2021 board
packet. District staff will contact you to provide the District’s perspective to include in the
comparison document.
2. The District understands that SCGA Board has taken the position to move forward with a
consolidation with SGA, unless a fatal flaw is found. The SGA Board, however, has not
voted to consolidate with the SCGA since it has not determined it would be beneficial to do
so. Some of the SCGA members are also members of SGA. The governance structure will
be key to deciding if consolidation is beneficial to SGA. Therefore, to ensure an objective
governance evaluation it is essential that no members of the Phase 2 ad hoc committee have a
predetermined decision regarding consolidation. The District requests that the Phase 2 ad
hoc committee not include any more than one individual that is also a member of SCGA.
Furthermore, the District strongly suggests that the ad hoc committee include elected
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officials or obtains significant input and engagement by elected officials for the development
of governance structure options.
3. The governance issues are of the most importance to SGA’s deciding that consolidation is
beneficial. Therefore, the decision that consolidation would be beneficial to SGA must occur
after the governance issues are fully explored. The District considers the current SCGA
governance unfavorable to SGA and its members’ operations and are in favor of a review of
the governance structures differences between the two organizations prior to developing
governance options for the combined agency. The District also requests that the governance
options development process to include input from staff members of current SGA member
agencies to evaluate and understand the impacts of proposed governance structure options.
4. The District, as others during the SGA Board meeting on August 12 also expressed,
considers pursuing the development of governance options at the moment as premature. The
District requests the process to be discussed in depth with member agencies’ elected board
members and staff at future meetings and prior to any decision to move forward into Phase 2.
The District understands the probable efficiencies and benefits accruing to the agencies who are
in both groundwater basins but they are not apparent to us and other SGA only members. The
District is extremely concerned with the process SGA is undertaking ostensibly to objectively
consider the potential consolidation with SCGA. Please do not hesitate to contact us or Ms.
Cathy Lee if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Paul Selsky, Board Member
Representative to SGA

cc:

Jeff Nelson, Board Member
Alternate Representative to SGA

Mr. John Woodling, SCGA Executive Director
Board of Directors, Fair Oaks Water District
Board of Directors, Sacramento Suburban Water District
Board of Directors, San Juan Water District
Mr. Bill Busath, City of Sacramento
Mr. Michael Peterson, County of Sacramento
Mr. Marcus Yasutake, City of Folsom
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AGENDA ITEM 14

MEMO
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Cathy Lee

DATE:

August 13, 2021

RE:

COVID Payment Arrearage Relief Program

Summary
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) created a Water and Wastewater Arrearage
Payment Program to allocate funding, approved by the state legislature, to water and wastewater
system for unpaid bills related to the COVID pandemic. The funding will cover water debt from
residential and commercial customers accrued between March 4, 2020 and June 15, 2021. Funding
to community water systems will be disbursed through January 31, 2022. SWRCB is conducting
a survey, attached, to evaluate the extent of water system revenue loss and establish eligibility.
Currently, the District’s revenue loss due to COVID is approximately between $57,000 to $79,000,
as attached. The delinquent accounts and amount beyond April are not available yet as the
delinquent period is 60 days. Under the SWRCB’s guidelines, there are 52 accounts with arrearage
over $600 for a total about $58,000.
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors discuss the District’s participation in the Arrearage
Payment Program.
Attachment:
1. SWRCB survey with cover letter
2. District
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lyris@swrcb18.waterboards.ca.gov
Cathy Lee
Drinking Water Arrearages Survey Now Open
Wednesday, August 11, 2021 9:57:49 AM

This is a message from the State Water Resources
Control Board.
The Arrearages Survey for community water systems is now open. Community water systems have 30 days to complete
the survey. The survey deadline is September 10, 2021, but all systems are encouraged to complete it as soon as possible.
To view the survey questions ahead of completing the survey so you may gather the required information, go to the survey
help tips first at: https://ear.waterboards.ca.gov/Content/CRSHelp-HTML.html
Once you have your information, the survey can be accessed through the electronic Annual Report (EAR) portal:
https://ear.waterboards.ca.gov/
About: The Arrearages Survey is the first phase in the roll out of the $985 million California Water and Wastewater
Arrearage Payment Program (Program). The Program will initially address community water system residential and
commercial customer arrearages that have accrued between March 4, 2020 and June 15, 2021. Funding will go directly to
water systems to cover their losses from residential and commercial customer arrearages. Learn more about the program
here: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/arrearage_payment_program/water_systems.html
Here are some helpful tips for the Arrearages Survey:
We need ALL community water systems to participate in the survey. If your water system did NOT experience any
financial impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, you only need to click on 2 buttons to submit and exit.
If your water system does not charge for water, you should still complete the survey – you can report your revenue
loss.
The survey pre-fills some questions using 2020 EAR data (helps trigger hide/reveal questions). If you need to
edit/complete your 2020 EAR, please email the requested change to the email provided below.
If you are a community water system and have questions about the survey – please forward them to
CommunityWaterSystemsCovidRelief@waterboards.ca.gov   
A public webinar is scheduled August 19th to learn more about the Program and the Survey. Please register here:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2021/aug/notice_communitywatersystem_webinar.pdf   
For direct technical assistance please submit a Technical Assistance (TA) Request Form and email the TA Request
Form to DFA-TARequest@waterboards.ca.gov.
TA Request Form: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/docs/ta_request_form_arrears.pdf

You are currently listed to drinkingwater_public_water_systems as: cathy@carmichaelwd.org.
Division of Drinking Water Website: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/
This email is being sent to you because you were identified by your agency as the Administrative Contact or Carbon Copy
Contact.  If you are not the the Administrative Contact or Carbon Copy Contact for your agency, please contact the local
Division of Drinking Water (DDW) District Office or your regulating agency.
For a map of the district offices, please go to
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/programs/documents/ddwem/DDWdistrictofficesmap.pdf.
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COVID SHUTOFF MORATORIUM DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS
Year/Months

Count by

# Days

Due Date

Delinquent

2020

Delinquent Totals
60+ days past due

Qtr1
Jan

8

548

$

10,045.59

Feb

9

519

$

11,487.92

Mar

6

488

$

7,320.10

1

458

$

897.50

Qtr2
Apr
May

5

427

$

6,936.71

Jun

2

397

$

1,799.38

Jul

6

366

$

5,160.86

Aug

9

335

$

7,474.45

Sep

7

305

$

6,044.34

Oct

6

274

$

3,012.12

Nov

5

244

$

2,437.89

Dec

8

213

$

3,348.99

7

182

$

3,284.44

Qtr3

Qtr4

2021
Qtr1
Jan
Feb

9

154

$

2,315.63

Mar

19

123

$

4,228.86

16

93

$

3,154.97

$

78,949.75

Qtr2
Apr
Grand Total

123

138

AGENDA ITEM 15

MEMO
TO:

Board of Directors

FROM:

Cathy Lee

DATE:

August 13, 2021

RE:

Sacramento Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) Nominations for
Special District Representation

Summary
Attached is the LAFCo Nominations for Special District Representation. LAFCo is a countywide
commission, required in California counties. LAFCo governs boundary changes (annexations) of
cities and special districts, formation of new agencies, incorporation of new cities and districts,
consolidation or reorganization of special districts and/or cities, municipal service reviews, and
spheres of influence updates. LAFCo meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month
with a recess in January and a recess in July. The term of this office is four years beginning January
1, 2022 through December 31, 2025.
Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Board of Directors:
1. discuss Director(s) interest in LAFCo nomination, and
2. if a Director decides to submit his name for nomination,
a. direct that the LAFCo Nomination Form be completed;
b. direct that the Director provide his resume to General Manager; and authorize the
General Manager to sign and submit the finalized Nomination Form to LAFCo.
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